
 

 

Welcome to the May newsletter. In this issue, you’ll learn how to: 

Attend MediaFest 2025 

Hear from immersive tech experts at the DFI Speaker Series 

Visit the MODES Volume 2 exhibit 

Engage with Open Practices groups 

View AI self-paced courses and webinar recordings Congratulate 

DFI graduates! 

Join us for MediaFest 2025! 

Date: May 2, 2025 (Friday) 

Time: 4:00-6:00 PM 

Location: Smith Learning Theater, Russell Hall 4th Floor 

Join us for MediaFest 2025 — MASCLab's annual celebration of media, multimodal scholarship & 

community imagination at Teachers College.  

https://cl.s11.exct.net/?qs=3118b42259c26d0f31a805dc38233c9befa57d737a9bcba7c09549adc773ef0533945c5bbb1f5317a0081c65e1dcf0120b23f6439459f295cd5adc075a6867c8


 

This year’s theme is Hope and Sustenance, and we’re excited to showcase the creative and critical 

work of MASCLab members at the intersection of media and social change. From digital research and 

documentary storytelling to dance performances and experimental media, MediaFest celebrates the 

many ways we explore and express what it means to build a more just world. 

Join us for an interactive evening of hands-on engagement. Come experience, move, watch, and make 

alongside us! 

  

Register 

  

DFI Speaker Series: Nursing education with 
immersive technology and AI 

  

Date: May 5, 2025 (Monday) 

Time: 12:00-1:00 PM 

Location: Smith Learning Theater, Russell Hall 4th Floor 

You are invited to attend the DFI Speaker Series with Drs. Wendy Trevor and Jason Coley, coauthors 

and recipients of a $770,000 Federal Congressional Community Project Funding grant to create the 

Reimagining Nursing Virtual Reality Simulation Hub and Center for Academic Innovation at Maria 

College. The project's aim is to aid student nurse clinical competency development and confidence and 

further retention of newly licensed graduates in the workplace during the critical first two years when 

33% of new nurses leave the profession. 

  

https://cl.s11.exct.net/?qs=3118b42259c26d0fcddcfdd01ca8c99d6d656190a89ca75abd9424e3d2f3fb9c9b063c543ba27ce669a26e8dd4f0dbe86c934a4ee2e1954af01d16db4a88e36a


 

In their talk, Drs. Coley and Trevor will share how additional possibilities for the use of Extended 

Reality (XR) have been identified that promote individualized and collaborative learning. This has led 

to XR integration which provides graduate-level occupational therapy students experiential learning 

opportunities, to prepare them for work with pediatric patients and further inquiry-based and 

situated learning through interactive realistic-like environments. 

  

Register 

  

MODES Volume 2: DFI Gallery exhibit 
  

Open: April-June 2025  
Time: Open for walk-ins Monday-Thursday: 9AM - 5PM and Friday: By appointment | 

Faculty who want a guided tour of this exhibit by DFI staff can request this here 

Location: DFI Gallery, Russell Hall 5th Floor 

https://cl.s11.exct.net/?qs=3118b42259c26d0f88c41ebcb84fe326094c0d0d0d14b6d4245b8b8166fbdf52d34f80ce36cd73632868479fdd7bf8110258661a47289b8815794e2b9888a203
https://cl.s11.exct.net/?qs=3118b42259c26d0fea08545b67284f00fbea76074b9143ae34fb7f08b63b05b89ba30cc4e143195b79cf72f48e833c136a2d1939d3e8bf80f1d0c4d72f88b7ef


 

DFI welcomes you to MODES:  A Multimodal Dissertations Exhibition (Volume 2).  

What can multimodal research look like, and how might that shape the form a dissertation takes? As 

part of an ongoing effort to archive, showcase, and discuss multimodal dissertations, this exhibition 

highlights five dissertations from scholars associated with Teachers College. From album, to dance, to 

archive, to note-taking, to exhibition, each of these examples finds a way to build off the written page.  

  

This exhibit explores how scholars bridge the gap between research, practice, and audience with their 

creative dissertations. The alternative modes of scholarly expression provide insight into different 

ways data can be collected and responded to in a mediated, digital, multimodal world.  

See the first volume of MODES here, then visit the DFI Gallery to see MODES Volume 2. 

  

Open Practices: Invitation to participate 
  

We invite you to Open Practices, a place for collective inquiry into questions about educational 

practice.  

  

https://cl.s11.exct.net/?qs=3118b42259c26d0ff4bc54b45e4cd975b5caddc9b530ebab46775cb29f811ddba28758ee6a16dc9c02f74340b343ca03c5493e70e3dec32bc7a63ecf1e986ae5
https://cl.s11.exct.net/?qs=3118b42259c26d0ff4bc54b45e4cd975b5caddc9b530ebab46775cb29f811ddba28758ee6a16dc9c02f74340b343ca03c5493e70e3dec32bc7a63ecf1e986ae5


 

Part reading group, part experimental practice, Open Practices is open to students, faculty, and 

practitioners navigating the crisis of educational practice. Rather than engaging with specific fields or 

authors, we look at general themes of practice accessible to non-specialists: 

  

Puppets: ongoing group studying the theory and practice of puppets in education (currently 

working towards publishing an edited book).  

Gestures: interested in our everyday gestures (currently beginning study of André 

LeroiGourhan’s influential book Gesture and Speech).  

Diagrams: new; interested in the practice of mark-making as a way of thinking that moves 

beyond simple representation or explanation.  

If you are interested in joining in or just being kept in the loop, you can find more information at open 

practices.org. All are welcome! 

  

Click to learn more 

  

DFI Self-paced AI courses   

DFI’s Zoom offerings and webinars are on hiatus over the summer. In the meantime, you can 

continue your learning with the AI in 30-Minute Series self-paced courses! In addition, recordings of 

past synchronous webinars are available to view. 

Click to learn more 

  

https://cl.s11.exct.net/?qs=3118b42259c26d0feec3052a9b07e0917baabbd392669755857ff582dc244503019062e6afe71bc64a6dadac86cb89ab26c218aed492fb26025d4704ef26e65b
https://cl.s11.exct.net/?qs=3118b42259c26d0feec3052a9b07e0917baabbd392669755857ff582dc244503019062e6afe71bc64a6dadac86cb89ab26c218aed492fb26025d4704ef26e65b
https://cl.s11.exct.net/?qs=3118b42259c26d0feec3052a9b07e0917baabbd392669755857ff582dc244503019062e6afe71bc64a6dadac86cb89ab26c218aed492fb26025d4704ef26e65b
https://cl.s11.exct.net/?qs=3118b42259c26d0fff77e0e965b520c16e9986b5ed90125c743c7e8f45cd2ebef6ac592363e256e504f42a870436af25b4780f1b81f497794e55f6e2b2ca5f56
https://cl.s11.exct.net/?qs=3118b42259c26d0f7e93bd6c3772d15fe70cc1d2e608f2e357d3f79f7b620956b0189ed78750b72b78b5731db868d08b1dcc4b6ea9f736afdf8a2e3f66d06ca3
https://cl.s11.exct.net/?qs=3118b42259c26d0f96e8fa889b1c95dd0c4e5db726864e60ba4c07cf39990cefae599d8a640fce97d0b0ecdd5709f5ee68130b48ac0086d4ba29a4e2c357e148


Congratulations to DFI graduates!  

The Digital Futures Institute would like to congratulate students on their May 2025 graduation, 

including the following DFI staff members! In alphabetical order: 
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